INTRODUCTION
Acute hand injuries account for 6 .6% of all new attendances at Accident and Emergency Departments in Northern Ireland. I It is recognised that despite best efforts, hand injuries may be missed.2'3'4'5 Missed hand injuries may lead to a prolonged period of disability, further surgical intervention and a sub-optimal outcome. The purpose of this study was to assess the incidence of missed injuries being referred to the Regional Plastic Surgical Unit and to identify any common contributing factors.
PATIENTS AND METHODS
A prospective study of Thirteen injuries were open. Of these, five involved tendon only, four were isolated nerve injuries and four were combined tendon and nerve injuries. Three injuries were closed. There were two isolated tendon injuries and one ruptured ulnar collateral ligament of the thumb metacarpophalangeal joint (Table I ). In all of the patients with a missed injury, it was a Senior 
